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covers its ' eye V The " eye " of the rice is the upper
joint of the leaf with the stalk. When this point is
covered by water, according to local opinion, the rice
will wither within six or seven days. It may not
perhaps be strictly true that this point in the rice plant
is so vulnerable ; nevertheless the " eye " is used as a
mark for the proper level of water in the farm. This
level must be adjusted to the growth of the rice and
effort must be made to irrigate the farm when the level
is too low and to drain it when the level is too high.
Water regulation is one of the main tasks in agriculture
and dictates the topography of the farm.
The land is divided up by streams into tiny pieces
which are called yu. Each yu is surrounded by wTater*
The accessibility to wrater of each particular farm
depends on its location in the yu. The farther one
goes into the centre of the yu, the more difficult is it
to get supplies of water from the stream. In order to
make it possible for the centre part to obtain water^
the levels of the yu must be graded like a dish. But
this dish-shaped surface creates a difficulty in the,
storage of water. The water tends to find its level and,
instead of there being an equal distribution of water
over the farm, there will be a pool in the centre with
the marginal land left dry- Dykes, therefore, have to
be constructed, parallel to the margin. Another
difficulty is that water must be brought in from the
lower level of the stream, tumps must be used to
carry the water up to the higher level. To fix the
pump, a spot must be selected along the bank and a
ditch is dug out leading to the interior parts. Each
strip of land, depending on water supplies from the
same pumping spot, is marked out by dykes per-
pendicular to the margin, These two kinds of dykes,

